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Istook Signs Petition to Expedite Halt on  
New EPA Regulatory Standards 

 

Washington, D.C. - Today Rep. Ernest Istook (R-Okla.) signed a discharge petition to 

force a House vote on controversial new air quality standards announced by the Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA).  A discharge petition allows Members to circumvent the normal 

legislative process and bring a bill directly to the floor for a vote.  It requires 218 signatures (a 

majority of the House).  The vote would be on placing a four-year moratorium on the EPA 

standards, and to conduct a complete review of existing clean air measures before new ones 

could be established.   

“America’s air has already been improved greatly by existing laws, and I’m not 

proposing any change in those,” stated Istook.  “We all want clean air and water.  But the 

EPA's own scientists cannot show that these new standards would improve our health or 

our environment.  They go far beyond anything ever done, and could cost trillions of 

dollars to implement.  They can devastate our economy, cripple business and local 

government, kill jobs, and put needless burdens on our everyday lives.  This could mean 

extreme measures such as banning backyard cookouts and lawn-mowers.” 

The EPA proposed new regulations for ozone and fine particles in June.  Soon after a bill 

was introduced in the House to halt implementation of the plan until more research was done on 

the new standards.  The House Commerce Committee has held several hearings on the EPA’s 

proposal but taken no action on the bill.  Cosponsors, who total more than 190 Members, 

including Istook, use the EPA’s plan as an example of why Congress must take a larger role in 

authorizing regulations set by agencies in the Executive Branch.   

“The EPA has overreached in burdening states, communities and businesses in their 

proposal for new clean air standards,” Istook added.  “Businesses have a hard enough time 

understanding the current air quality regulations, now they are faced with a whole new list.  

Even the Clinton Administration’s Treasury Department and Council of Economic 

Advisors believe the costs would exceed the benefits of the new regulations.” 
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